
thai he had cured palsy by a touch, and as he is backed by second testi-
mony, I feel bound lo swallow his story first ; until this shall be fairly
down, I cannot undertake anything as large as Dr. Castle's.

In conclusion, I will only say that if Dr. C. will imitate men wiser
and of more reputation than himself; if he will enter a dental college as
a pupil, and attend as many courses and exercise as much patience as
he did to obtain the title he is so fond of sporting, he may ultimately
learn to do something better than fill teeth with amalgam. That I sug-
gest such a possibility, argues confidence in the efficiency of our means and
mode of instruction, which could hardly be put to a severer test. In
case Dr. C. should conclude to take this advice, I would recommend
some preliminary study of the English language. His letter to the Lan-
cet is in some parts entirely unintelligible, through deficiency in this par-
ticular. Respectfully yours,

T. E. Bond, JR.Baltimore, Md., October 4, 1847.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, OCTOBER 13, 1847.

Massachusetts Medical Society.—A quarterly meeting of the Counsel-
lors of this Society was held at the Masonic Temple on Wednesday last,
the day the Journal is published, which precluded the possibility of insert-
ing even a synopsis of the transactions in last week's No. There has
not been so many Counsellors together at an ordinary business meeting
within tho compass of our recollection. The circumstance even quite as-

tonished one gentleman, who expressed his surprise, and exclaimed—" Mr.
President, what is the meaning of this unusual congregation ? Is there
some design in il?" Dr. Howe, of Biljerica, contrary to an impression
abroad, took the chair, having withdrawn his letter declining the honor of
the presidency. A long and unnecessarily tedious debate occurred in re-

gard to a short report from the delegates of the Society to the National
.Medical Convention. Closely upon that, another came upon the tapis,
which would have been admirable in a legislative body, where the object
was solely to occupy tho time in order to keep off another subject.

Everything else having been satisfactorily disposed of, Dr. Childs, of
Pittsfield, introduced tho following resolution :—

" Whereas, The great object of medical association is ihe advancement
of medical science, anil the promotion of harmony and good feeling in the
profession, thereby contributing to the best interests of society—and where-
as the present organization of the Massachusetts Medical Society does
not fully meet those important objects—therefore. Resolved, that a change
in the organization of the Massachusetts Medical Society is in our opinion
deemed both wise and expedient—anil that the change consist in making the
basis of the State Society, local or county associations ; in other words,
having the State Society constituted by delegates annually chosen by the
county associations, agreeably to the principle adopted in tho States of
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Connecticut, New York, Vermont, Ohio, and in most of the States in the
Union."

Its introduction was like sending a fire-brand into a magazine of wet
powder. There was no sudden explosion, but a general movement oh the
surface. By little and little, the ignition extended, and such a warming
up of the quiescent old furnace has not occurred in that sedate circle for
many a day. The Counsellor from Berkshire expressed himself with an
unusual degree of energy and eloquence. Even those who most staunchly
opposed the measures advocated by him fora ro-ornanizatiou of the Society,
so that the profession in the western counties may profit by the associa-
tion, admitted that the speaker was a man of Strength, who pleaded his
cause with commanding force and dignity. We shall not detail the va-
rious propositions for throwing overboard the petition for a. remodelling of
this venerable institution, which has, for a period of sixty years, conduct-
ed so many physicians and surgeons in peace, security and respectability ;
nor advert to the cogent and ingenious arguments urged upon the Council
in favor of the scheme. After a protracted, as well as excited session,
an unmistaken evidence of impatience being manifested by those wishing
to take the afternoon cars, as well as by another division accustomed to
dining before tea-time, a large committee was raised, to whom the subject
was referred, and a report may bo expected at the next meeting in Feb-
ruary, when, it may safely be predicted, the Council will again be well
attended.

Drs. Jeffreys of Boston, Peirson of Salem, Walker of Boston, Bartlett
of Concord, and Childs of Pittsfield, were the prominent speakers on this ex-

citing question. While some regretted, in private conversation, the in-
troduction of this apple of discord, others were delighted with the dis-
covery that there was some excitability in what they had doubtless con-
sieredd as dry bones.

When the Berkshire gentlemen memorialized tho General Court the
past winter, and stated sundry grievances, such as the local wants of tho
members residing at a distance from Boston, and also the noticeable fact
that about one hundred regularly-educated physicians, in western Massa-
chusetts, could not become members of the Society in its present imperfect
condition, the petition was very summarily put under the table, or, what.
was equivalent thereto, disregarded by the committee, which aroused the
-íEsculapian blood on the sun-setling side of the Berkshire bills, whose
excited members now seem disposed, like General Taylor, never to
surrender.

Dr. Ware's Medical Discourses.—An extra accumulation of books,
pamphlets, &c, last week, prevented a notice of these discourses, two of
which are on medical education, and the third on the duties and qualifi-cations of physicians. They are from the pen of John Ware, M.D..Mer-
sey Professor of Theory and Practice of Physic in t'le University ntCambridge.

Distant readers cannot all be familiar with the writings, official rela-tions, or local standing, of those of our Now England physicians, whoseinfluence is actually felt far beyond the immediate circle of their per-sonal friends and acquaintances. Those who assist In educating practi-tioners of medicine and surgery, must necessarily contribute essentially lotho formation of the professional character of the country. Opinions from
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a chair that commands respect, presented to young and plastic minds,
like the small seeds of some orders of plants, are wafted over the earth,
and though hardly perceptible to the eye, they are full of vitality, and take
root, and multiply ten thousand fold. Dr. Ware is a plain, unostentatious
writer, who makes use of no unnecessary phrases to gain the reader's at-
tention. He argues a case clearly, and there leaves it. Another peculiar
feature in these papers, is, that they will be constantly improving hy age.
Yet there may he some individuals, especially such as have no capacity for
appreciating the beauties of that ennobling system of moral accountabilitywhich Dr. Ware recognizes as the first and noblest trail in the character
of a physician, who will skip over the pages, impressed with the idea
that they are dull, or the style too heavy, and tho whole matter unreasona-
bly gravo. For such, no order of reasoning possesses a charm, and it
would bo a waste of labor to attempt to persuado thorn to like what they
cannot comprehend. On the other hand, gentlemen of professional attain-
ments, united with cultivated taste in all departments of life, who sit down
for the express purpose of ascertaining the object Dr. Ware must have had
in view when he sent the manuscript to press, will rise from the perusal
with respect for one whose ambition seems to be, to develops in the hearts
of those devoted to the healing art, a profound sense of duty and moral
accountability.

Whether it was a part of the writer's design that these discourses should
be a library book when further additions aro mado, the materials for which
are unquestionably in existence, or simply pass in the light of an epheme-
ral contribution, in its present form, we know not. In either case we ac-

knowledge our obligations to Dr. Ware for what he has already done, and
is doing, to give character to a profession which he adorns, and assure him
that he might operate upon a long lover to move the profession most ad van-
tageously, were ho to address them through the press much more frequently.

Chclius's Surgery.—Messrs. Lea & Blanchard, with their accustomed
enterprise, have brought out a great work from the German, that is not
only exceedingly copious, but also admirable in its details. Some months
since, we alluded to several of tho numbers which had been received, with-
out being able to speak of the merits or defects that might be prominent,
were the whole seon in connection.

J, M. Clielius, tho author, is a doctor in medicine, a professor of oph-
thalmic surgery, and director of a clinic in that department at the Univer-
sity of Heidelburg. Having passed through six editions at home-—a try-
ing test of its worth, for a poor book on surgery cannot very readily bo
sold in that country of exacting scholarship, Germany—a translation into
English was carried through successfully, by John F. South, one of the
surgeons of St. Thomas's Hospital, London. Mr. South gave additional
value to a confessedly superior treatise on surgery, by appending notes and
practical observations of his own. Lastly, the work has been Ameri-
canized, by having passed under the critical examination of Dr. G. W.
Norris, of Philadelphia, who has supplied references to the surgical litera-
ture, especially, of the United Stales,

There aro threo large, elegantly-printed volumes, comprising an immense
amount of matter. They are so formidable in dimensions that we cannot
decide where to begin to analyze, and must content ourselves with this
brief notice, and by recommending them to the favor of every reader,
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Introductory Lectures,.—A custom has grown into general favor, in
nearly all the Medical Schools in the United States, of publishing intro-
ductory lectures delivered on the occasion of opening the annual terms,
which has developed a new order of writings among us. Some of these
discourses are admirable specimens of mental effort, redounding to the
reputation of their authors and of the country. We shall refer, as we
have opportunity, to this peculiar class of publications, and we invite cor-

respondents to send us notices of such lectures as are not published, which
may bo heard by them, always remembering not to be too diffuse, nor un-
righteously severe,

The first of these addresses that has reached us the present autumnal
season, was delivered at the Castleton Medical College, Vt., by William
Svveelser, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine. His
reputation is established as a writer, and were this pamphlet praised or
condemned, it would have no influence whatever, either in diminishing or

extending the circle of his friends. Although, as a whole, this is a judi-
ciously prepared paper, it is not particularly striking in any point, and wo
have no room this week for extracts from it.

Another introductory received, is by Professor Dewey, of the Berkshire
Medical Institution. This gentleman is a veteran in science. He is ono
of those profoundly learned men, who are never properly estimated till
they die, and thon the world wakes up to their merits on discovering tho
void that is made in society, and wonders why such powers were not uni-
versally appreciated, and justice meted out in full to the living philosopher.Professor D. held a prominent place in Williams College in early life, and
since the organization of the Berkshire Medical Institution, has filled tho
chair of Chemistry. His name, therefore, after so many years of useful
service, is as familiar to northern ears, as the sound of the church bell. It
is our object now, however, to look into his last introductory lecture, since
no praises are needed from us to make known tho author's claims or posi-tion in Massachusetts. First—the discourse is extremely interesting, be-
cause it abounds in plain, common sense thoughts, and suggests what is
not only practical, but possible; which is not always true of popular ad-
dresses. Next—the allusions to tho National Medical Convention, and
the respectful manner of commenting upon its propositions, together with
the elevated expressions touching medical education in general, show that
Professor Dewey is both a friend to science and those who are devoted to
the details of medical practice. Lastly—there are many historical itoms,
accompanied by notes to illustrate the toxt, which aro of overy-day value,
chronologically considered, and will cause this lecture to be frequently con-
sulted hereafter.

Principles and Practice of Physic.—A third American edition of Lec-
tures on the Principles and Practice of Physic, by Thomas Watson, M.D.,
revised, with additions, by Francis Condie, M.D., of Philadelphia, an emi-
nent writer on the diseases of children, has lately been sent forth by these
great medical publishers, Messrs. Lea & Blanchard.
We have been so much taken by surprise with new and highly prized

volumes, within the last few days, that an opportunity has not yet been af-
forded for a thorough examination ; but we aro progressing, and intend
soon to report progress, >
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Medical Professorships at the West.—Dr. L. M. Lawson has accepted
the appointment of Professor of Materia Medica, Therapeutics and General
Pathology in the Medical College of Ohio, and in consequence has resign-
ed the Chair of Anatomy and Physiology which he has held in the Tran-
sylvania University. Dr. L. is editor of the Western Lancet, which was

formerly published in Cincinnati, but was removed with the editor to Lex-
ington, and now returns with him to the former place.

Boston Dispensary.—The whole number of cases treated by the Physi-
cians of the Boston Dispensary during the year ending Sept 30, was 3290
—of which, 2323 are reported as recovered, and 127 died. The number
of " Bostonians " in this list is staled in the Abstract of Reports as 163 ;
other Americans, 45S ; Hihernico-Amcricans, 657; Irish, 1874. Only 150
of the patients are reported as intemperate.

The New York Annalist.—The second volume of this periodical, being
" A Record of Practical Medicine in the City of New York," and pub-
lished semi-monthly, appears under new and favorable auspices. Dr. Win.
C. Roberts continues the editor, but it is to be published hereafter by
Messrs. R. & G. S. Wood. The Annalist contains interesting reports
from the medical institutions of New York, and the. editor's own labors
show him to be well qualified for collecting the annals of medicine in that
city, and for all other editorial duties. We wish him great success.

Ledoyen's Disinfecting Fluid.—The, last No. of the British American
Journal of Medicine and Physical Science contains the following notice
respecting Ledoyen's disinfecting fluid, in which we have not a particle of
confidence. It is said the article may be easily prepared by decomposing a
solution of acetate of lead by nitric acid, thus setting free acetic acid, the
use of which as a disinfectant, so called, has been long known.
" Since our last issue, Mr. Lcdoyen, with Col. Calvert, has appeared in

town, and they have been busily engaged In experimenting with their fluid,
both at the Montreal General Hospital, and Emigrant Hospital at Pointe
St. Charles. We have been witness lo some of their experiments at the
former establishment ; and can testify to the purification of the vitiated nir
of tho water closets, nnd a ward in the Hospital in which the atmosphere
had been highly impregnated with effluvia emanating from soil purposelyexposed. We are, nevertheless, still unconvinced of its being a disin-
fectant in the true sense of the term. A more proper term expressive of
its actual powers would, we think, have been antibromic.
" Sir William Burnett's fluid (chloride of zinc) has had its powers tested

under similar circumstances, under the supervision of Dr. Stratton, R. N.,
who is also in town with thut object in view. The experiments with it, as
far as we have learned, have proved equally us satisfactory as those with
that of Mr. Ledoyen."

Venetian Congress of Naturalists.—Tho annual congress of naturalists
is about to meet at Venice. Count Giovani, President of the Venetian So-
ciety of Naturalists, has, it is said, disbursed 1,000,000 francs in making
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the necessary preparations in his palace for the sittings. A great number
of savaris, from différent parts of Europe, and upwards of 10,000 foreign-
ers, have already arrived at Venice.

Lunatic Asylums in Ireland.—Orders have been issued for the erection
of district lunatic asylums in the following places :—Near Mullingar ; near
Dublin, in addition to the present Richmond Asylum ; and near Omagh.
Each of them is to be made capable of accommodating 300 lunatic poor.

Marine Hospital, Port of Boston.—The Report of the United States
Marine Hospital, Chelsea, for ihe quarter ending September 30, 1847, is
as follows :—Sick or disabled seamen in tho Hospital July 12, 69 ; received
during the quarter, 261—total, 330. Discharged, cured or relieved, 242 ;
died, 11 ; remaining Sept. 30, 77—total, 330.

Progress of the Cholera.—This terrible scourge had manifested itself
al Rostoff, Marianopolis, and other towns of Southern Russia. At Ros-
tof!', in less than three weeks, it'had swept oil" 2,000 persons out of a popu-
lation of about 8,000. The invasion of the malady had caused so great a

terror, that all communication between Rostoff and Odessa was interrupted,
the postmasters along the road having abandoned their establishments.

Medical Miscellany.—Cholera prevails in the Francnurasian provinces
of Russia, but not alarmingly.—The Scientific Congress of France opened
its fifteenth sitting on the first of September.—The typhus fever was on
the increase at Glasgow, when the last steamer sailed. At Edinburgh
the daily average was 30 cases.—A painful rumor is current that a physi-
cian is suspected of having been concerned in the murder of a Mr. Ma-
thews, in Maine.—A great variety of beautiful dental work was on exhi-
bition nt the late Quincy Hall fair. By ingenious clock machinery, artifi-
cial jaws of porcelain teeth were continually opening and closing, as spec-
tators were passing along.
Tu ContiKsi'DNDKNTS.—Casos al Bellovue Hospital, " Paracelsus" on Medical Ethics,

" Claudian " <m Amcunrrlioua nuil JUciiorrlingin, and a translation on the treatment of Ileus, have
been received.

Maiíuiki),—Al Cambridge, Mass., W. W, Wellington, M.D., lo Miss M. li. (airier.—Or.
Daniel Pcabody. of Broadbroolt, Conn., lo IMiss ¡S. Fisko.—Dr. Thomas II. Trusk, of Bos-
ton, to Miss M. F. 11. King.—Dr. Klan C. Knight, of Slalerville, R. I., to Miss M. J. Cross.

DIED,—At Pembroke, Mass., Anthony Collarnore, M.D., 60.—At Providence, II. I . Dr. Thos.
Cleveland, '15.—At Augusta, Me.., Dr. I.'Snell, killed by being thrown from a waggon.—At Snl-
madina, Mexico, Hr. .1. Howard Smith, of the U. S. N., SO—distinguished for it»' power of his me-

mory.—At Belfast, Ireland, B. M'Avoy, Esq.. Surgeon of the Royal Navy.

Report of Deaths in Boston—for the week ending Ot. 9lh, 96—Slides, 01—females, 35.—
Stillborn, 6. Óf consumption, 9—typhus fever. Hi—disease of tho bowel«, 17—dysentery, 19
—diarrhoea, 10—cholera inl'aniimi,2—marasmus, ."—disease of the heart, 1—infantile, 5—-croup,
•1—teething. 1—inflammation of the lungs, 1—smallpox, 1—old age, 2—dropsy on the brain, -—
canker, 1—brain fever, £.
Under 6 years, 3D—between 5 and 20 yoars, 9—between 20 and 40 years, 27—between 40 and

CO years, 13—over (10 years, 8.
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Private Hospital for the Insane at Chicago.—Dr. Edward Mead, late of
St. Charles, Illinois, has resigned his place in the medical department of
Illinois College, nt Jacksonville, and removed to Chicago, for the purpose
of opening a private hospital for the insane. For immediate use he has
taken a private dwelling where the patients may receive better care than at
their own homes, and already has several cases upon his hands which were
so urgent as not to udmit of delay in treatment.

He has procured, in the vicinity of the city, twenty acres of ground,
favorably situated, upon which he will proceed to erect suitable buildings
for permanent use. This will be ready for the reception of patients during
the approaching autumn. There is no hospital for insane persons, in ope-
ration, within several hundred miles of Chicago, and none in any part of
the United States not already filled to overflowing, so that the establishment
of this seems a matter of urgent necessity.—III. and Ind. Med. Journal.

Diarrhœa of Children.—The diarrhoea which accompanies or follows
the period of weaning is often fatal ; it is not only observable in children
who are suddenly deprived of the breast, but also in those who are nursed
for too long a period. Dr. Weisse, physician to the Children's Hospital inSt Petersburg, advises the exhibition of raw meat in such cases, and asserts
that ho has from this practice often derived the most signal advantages.The meat should be hashed, or reduced into a pulp, and two table-spoonfuls
may be at first given in four meals.—Med. Times, from Annales de la
Société Med. Chir. de Bruges.

TREMONT STREET MEDICAL SCHOOL,
IN BOSTON, OVER 33 TUKMONT BOW.

This School was instituted In Boston 1n 1888, for the purpose of giving to private pupils a thoroughCourse of Instruction hy Lectures and Examinations throughout i he year. Exercise» nre given dully,from the Close ol the University Lectures In Murcti till their commencement in November, with ihe
exception ol' August.

Theory and Practice und Materia Medien, hy Dr. Bigelow»
Midwifery, Medical Jurisprudence and Diseases of Chlldien, by Dr. Btoiika.
Anatomy find Physiology, by Dr. HOLMES.
Pathological Anutomy, by Dr. J. II. S. Jackson.
Surgery und Chemistry,by Dr. QSNBV •!. BlOBLOW.

The room in Tramont street 1h open from o A.M. to lu P.M. It ¡h furnished with apparatus, prepa-rations und pintes Illustrative of Anuioniy and other branches, und with a collection of ihe imuoryuilarticles ol the Mater In Medica.
Students of this institution have gratuitous »cees« to the Massachusetts General Hospital and to

the Eye and Bar Infirmary. Clinical Instruction is given at the Hospital throughout the year, by
Drs. Uigelow, Jackson, Holmes, und Henry .1. Bigelow. Sufficient opportunities «re ull'ordrd lor ex-
perience in Obstetric practice, und urnplc facilities lor the pursuit of Practical Anatomy, without
extra charges.
The regular exercises will commence on the first of March. During the Winter month», Disseo-

ilons are continued, and examinations are held upon the subjects of the lectures at the University
College. Auscultation and Percussion are practica//1/ taught throughout the year.
Extra courues of lectures on particular subjects are given in summer by various gentlemen in their

respective branches.
The following courses were delivered during the past year:—On Chemistry, hy Dr. Charles T.

Jackson ; on Pathological Anutomy, by Dr. .i. ll, s. Jackson ; on Diseases of the Bye, by Dr. Bethunei
on Mitlwileiy, by Dr. Storor; on Microscopical Anulnmy, hy Dr. Holmes.teplures on the following subjects are engaged for the present season:—On Embryology, by Prof.
Agassi^) on Comparative Anutomy, by Dr. Wyuian;un Diseases of the Skin, by Dr, Gordon j onPathological Anatomy, by Dr. J. 11. S. Jackson ; on Medical Jurisprudence, by Dr. Storerj on Micro-
scopical Anatomy, by Dr. Holmes ; on Surgical Pathology, by Dr. H. J. Bigelow.
V A ciitalogue of the past und present members of this School, with a lull account of tho institu-

tion, may be had gratis at Burnett's Apothecary store, .'¡3 Trenton 1 How i at Tiekuor's bookstore, cor-
ner of School und Washington streets; or at French's bookstore, 78 Washington street.

JulyS8—ep
MICROSCOPES.

l'liu.M Uiu celnbratod artist. C11AHI.BS Ciievai.ihii, Paris,lull liunorird, nml for xiile l,yJOSEPH MIIINETT,
iVo. 83 Tremont Row.
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